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James Brown & Sons Community Fund
£10,000 Community Impact Grant Overview
The James Brown & Sons Community Fund includes a dedicated £10,000 Community Impact Grant, to be awarded in April. This funding is intended to support a significant community project with:
· A minimum 12‑month delivery period, and
· Clear opportunities for James Brown & Sons team members to engage, volunteer, or support the project.
This Community Impact Grant is designed to create long‑term, measurable community impact and will require a more detailed application and assessment process than the Spark Community Fund awards. 
Funding Overview
Total Community Impact Grant Awarded Annually: £10,000 (one award)
Additional Spark Community Awards:
· Four awards of £1,250 in June
· Four awards of £1,250 in September
Separate application processes apply for the Community Impact Grant and the smaller community awards. This information will be available during April 2026 at https://www.jamesbrownfuneraldirectors.com/james-brown-sons-community-fund/

1. About the Community Impact Grant
The £10,000 Community Impact Grant is awarded by the James Brown & Sons Community Fund to support a single, strategic community project delivering sustained and measurable benefit over a minimum 12-month period.

This grant supports larger, longer-term initiatives than the Spark Community Awards and focuses on lasting impact, strong delivery, and positive engagement with James Brown & Sons staff.
2. What the Grant Can Support
Projects must run for at least 12 months and respond to a clearly identified community need. Projects should demonstrate long-term outcomes and meaningful impact.
Priority will be given to:
· Projects addressing the needs of the most disadvantaged in the local community
· Projects led by people with a strong understanding of community needs and strong community connections
Projects That May Be Awarded Funding
(Illustrative examples)
The £10,000 Community Impact Grant is intended to support strategic, sustained projects that deliver meaningful community benefit over a minimum 12-month period and offer opportunities for staff engagement.
Examples of projects that may be suitable include (but are not limited to):
Community Wellbeing & Mental Health
A 12-month community wellbeing programme providing regular support sessions, peer groups, or outreach activities

Social Inclusion & Reducing Isolation
A long-term intergenerational project connecting older and younger people through structured activities
Youth & Family Support
Family support programmes offering regular sessions, guidance, or practical help over 12 months.
Community Food & Cost-of-Living Support
A community food resilience project, such as a food pantry, community meals programme, or food education initiative
Community Capacity & Resilience
Projects that strengthen a community’s ability to support itself, such as volunteer development or peer-support networks

Examples of What the Grant Could Not Fund
(Project-level / suitability issues)

These are projects that may be worthwhile in general, but do not fit the purpose or scale of the £10,000 Community Impact Grant.

Examples include:
One-off events or short-term activities, such as single community fun days, festivals, or awareness events. One-off workshops or training sessions with no follow-on activity
Projects lasting less than 12 months, including pilot projects that are not designed for sustained delivery
Projects with limited or unclear community impact, for example, activities benefiting a very small number of individuals with no wider community benefit or projects without defined outcomes or measures of success
Projects that are primarily social or recreational without a clear wellbeing, inclusion, or community development purpose
Projects that duplicate existing provision without demonstrating added value or unmet need
Projects that do not offer meaningful opportunities for James Brown & Sons staff engagement
These types of projects may be more suitable for smaller community grants, rather than the Community Impact Grant.
Projects That Would Not Be Funded
(Ineligible expenditure / prohibited uses)
The following types of projects or costs cannot be supported under any circumstances:
General running or core costs not directly linked to a specific approved project
(e.g. routine overheads, day-to-day organisational costs)
Retrospective funding
(costs incurred before the grant is awarded)
Projects intended to generate private profit, including activities primarily benefiting individuals or businesses and commercial ventures without clear community benefit
Political or lobbying activity, including party-political activity, campaigning intended to influence legislation or public policy
Statutory obligations (activities that are the legal responsibility of local authorities, health bodies, or other public agencies)
Capital expenditure such as building works
Individual sponsorships, prizes, or bursaries
Alcohol, entertainment, or hospitality costs not directly related to project delivery
Activities that discriminate or exclude, or that do not comply with equality and safeguarding requirements
3. Who Can Apply
Applicants must be not-for-profit organisations operating within two miles of a James Brown & Sons location.
James Brown & Sons locations  https://www.jamesbrownfuneraldirectors.com/locations/

Eligibility Criteria
Eligible not‑for‑profit organisations include:
· Constituted community groups
· Registered charities
· Social enterprises
· CICs Limited by Guarantee (not CICs Limited by Shares)
· Faith‑based groups
Priority will be given to Northern Ireland–based charities and not-for-profit organisations operating solely within Northern Ireland, with a strong local identity and community-led governance.
This fund is intended to support grassroots, locally managed organisations delivering services directly within their own communities.
While organisations with a national reach deliver valuable work, this fund is primarily focused on supporting charities that are locally constituted and locally governed in Northern Ireland, and applications will be assessed with this priority in mind.
Applicants must meet all mandatory requirements:
· Proposal responds to an identified community need
· At least 3 unrelated Trustees / Directors / Committee members
· Governing Document in place
· Bank account with 2 unrelated signatories
· Recent accounts or income & expenditure forecast
· Safeguarding policy (if applicable)
· Relevant insurance in place
Applications will not proceed unless all requirements are met.
4. Grant Value and Payments

The total grant value is £10,000.

Funding will normally be paid in two instalments of £5,000 (April and September). This supports strong financial management and sustained delivery.
5. Staff Engagement
Applicants should describe appropriate opportunities for James Brown & Sons staff to engage in the project, such as volunteering, co-delivery, advisory support, or event participation.

All involvement will be subject to safeguarding and operational considerations.
6. Application and Assessment
Applicants must submit a completed application form which can be found here https://www.jamesbrownfuneraldirectors.com/james-brown-sons-community-fund/ supporting documents as and when requested, and a short video submission.

Applications are assessed on community need, impact, organisational capacity, project feasibility, and opportunities for staff engagement.
Additional information about the evidence you will need to complete the application can be found here https://www.jamesbrownfuneraldirectors.com/james-brown-sons-community-fund/
7. Monitoring and Reporting
Funded organisations will be asked to provide regular progress updates, including financial and activity reports, and to participate in a mid-year review and final evaluation. Further information about monitoring can be found here https://www.jamesbrownfuneraldirectors.com/james-brown-sons-community-fund/
All applicants must read the full Terms and Conditions prior to submitting an application. Full Terms and Conditions are available here https://www.jamesbrownfuneraldirectors.com/james-brown-sons-community-fund/
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